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I want to emphasize this vote should have
nothing to do with partisan politics. In fact,
right now, a bipartisan group of legislators
in the House and the Senate are hard at work
to pass this bill for the timely release of
funds. And for a generation, through admin-
istrations led by both parties, the United
States has led the world in family planning
programs. Studies show that our efforts, as
part of an international strategy, have pre-
vented more than 500 million unintended
pregnancies.

Rapid population growth undermines eco-
nomic and social development in poor coun-
tries. With our support for family planning,
the scarce resources in developing coun-
tries—from infrastructure and environment
to nutrition and education—can be better
used to allow progress for their people.

Maintaining and building on this progress
depends on our being consistent in our ac-
tions and adhering to our values.

Cooperative international efforts to ad-
dress rapid population growth serve Amer-
ican foreign policy interests in protecting the
Earth’s environment, promoting human
rights, and improving basic standards of
health. It enhances the social, economic, and
political status of women. It ensures global
economic progress and strong markets for
United States exports. It encourages inter-
national stability and it reduces pressures
that lead to refugee flows and migration.

I appeal to the Members of Congress to
examine the consequences of a delay, to
weigh those against the benefits of fulfilling
an urgent and continuing American commit-
ment, and to vote for the March 1, 1997,
unconditional release of these voluntary
international family planning funds.

If Congress fails to take this simple action,
we risk a cost to humanity that we will bear
well into the next century.

Surely, we agree that we must do all we
can to prevent unintended pregnancies and
abortions. With passage of this bill, we can
do that. The decision is now in the hands
of the Congress.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Funds for International Family
Planning
January 31, 1997

Dear llllll:
Pursuant to the authority vested in me by

section 518A(d) of the Foreign Operations,
Export Financing, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 1997 (Public Law 104–208)
(the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby find that the July 1,
1997, limitation on obligations imposed by
subsection (a) of section 518A is having a
negative impact on the proper functioning
of the population planning program. Subject
to a joint resolution of approval by the Con-
gress to be adopted no later than February
28, 1997, as specified in section 518A(d) of
the Act, funds for these activities may be
made available beginning March 1, 1997.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Al-
bert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate; Ted Ste-
vens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Appropriations;
and Robert L. Livingston, chairman, and David
R. Obey, ranking member, House Committee on
Appropriations.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

January 25
In the evening, the President and Hillary

Clinton attended the Alfalfa Club dinner in
the ballroom of the Capital Hilton Hotel.

January 26
In the evening, the President hosted a

Super Bowl party in the Family Theater at
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